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emphasized. This is the border of dots ; as may be seen
from a comparison with the silver coins of Offa (Fig.,
No. 4), the border on the two gold coins, which is practi-
cally complete and well defined, is identical with that
on the former. Now, Arab dinars of this time have, as a
rule, no border, although on some of them a straight
ridge is formed by the edge of the die, which looks like
a border; on a very few specimens there do seem to be
traces of a border of dots of somewhat different style, but
it is clear that the great majority of specimens never had
any d 3d border. The Paris and Berlin coins present
similar features, but in style resemble the Offa dinar
rather than the B.M. dinar. Now, it is remarkable that
the only coins, which can at once be said to be imitations
of dinars, should be of the same year, and bear this well-
defined border, and that this border should be identical
with that on Offa's silver coins, which was probably
suggested by the identical border on contemporary
Carolingian coins. This is probably evidence that the
barbarous coins of 157 A.H. were made in England or
France, and mark a stage in the development of the
Offa dinar. A reference to Queipo's table in his Systemes
Metriques shows that more dinars of the year 157 are
known than of any year in the second century A.H.

A comparison of the Eoman letters on the gold coin
with those of the silver of the same king reveals a
great similarity. The characteristic of both is the
blobs at the ends of the letters, a feature which is
introduced, it might be noted, in the Arabic legends
also, although this may be due to an exaggeration of
a tendency in this direction in the original. The F,
R, and E in both are identical. The form of the A
found on the gold coin does not seem to occur on any